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SUBJECT:     "SHINING-  UP  FOR  CHRISTMAS . "     Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics 
and  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Chemistry  and  Engineering,  U.S.D.A.  Bulletin  avail- 
able fr  om  the  U. S . Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C.:  "House  Cleaning," 
Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1834. 
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Company  coming  for  Christmas.    And,  of  course,  you  want  your  house  to  look 
its  "best.    You'd  like  to  have  it  shining  a  welcome  for  your  guests. 
Here's  how  to  give  your  home  a  Christmas  shine. 

First,  polish  the  metals  that  will  catch  and  reflect  the  firelight  and 
Christmas  candles.     Your  brass  candlesticks  and  andirons,  your  copper  bowls  and 
trays  can  all  take  their  part  in  a  shining  Christmas.     The  tarnish  on  brass  and 
copper  comes  off  in  the  twinkling  if  you  rub  the  metal  with  acid  and  salt  together. 
You  can  use  salt  on  a  piece  of  lemon.     Or  you  can  use  salt  and  vinegar.     Or  you  can 
use  one  of  the  commercial  preparations  for  cleaning  these  metals.     The  commercial 
cleaners  are  inexpensive  and  easy  to  work  with.     Whichever  kind  you  use,  remember  to 
wash  the  brass  or  copper  well,  and  dry  it  thoroughly  after  polishing.    And  jot  down 
a  little  memo  in  your  mind  to  rub  wax  over  the  brass  or  copper  some  time  after  the 
holidays  when  you  aren't  quite  so  busy.     The  wax  will  help  prevent  tarnishing  in 
the  future. 

Aluminum  once  was  a  humble  metal  for  kitchen  use  only.     Now  you  find  it  in 
trays  and  bowls  and  other  decorative  and  useful  articles  for  all  over  the  house. 
Aluminum  happens  to  be  another  metal  you  can  brighten  with  mild  acid  like  vinegar. 
Alkali  darkens  aluminum.     So  instead  of  using  some  alkali  scouring  powder,  use  very 
fine  steel  wool  when  aluminum  needs  scouring. 

Perhaps  you  have  some  nice  pieces  of  pewter  you  want  to  shine  up  for 


■■■  f  /  • 


1  £&i&M»m  sstK-i 


H-HO  _  2  -  (12- 16-40 > 

Christmas.    Pewter  is  a  very  soft  metal.     It  scratches  anrl  dents  easily.     So  when 
you  scour  it,  use  very  fine  scouring  material  like  whiting  paste  or  silver  polish. 
Some  stores  now  sell  a  special  gleaning  paste  for  pewter.    After  scouring  pewter, 
wash  it  in  0.0 1  soap;/  water;  then  rinse  and  dry  thoroughly. 

Windows  cleaned  just  before  Christmas  will  let  in  the  morning  light  to  make 
Christmas  breakfast  cheerful.    And  mirrors  free  from  dust  and  dinginess  will  catch 
and  reflect  not  only  the  sunshine  of  the  day  but  also  light  from  the  tree  on 
Christmas  eve.    A  systematic  housewife  who  gives  her  windows  and  mirrors  regular 
dusting  and  washing  may  not  need  to  do  more  than  rub  them  with,  soft  tissue  paper 
to  have  them  clear  and  shining  for  Christmas.     Or  if  it  is  washing  time,  she  may 
just  go  over  the  glass  with  a  chamois  dipped  in  warm  water,  and  then  dry  with 
chamois.     Uever  use  soap  on  windows  and  mirrors  because  it  leaves  streaks  on  the 
glass.     If  the  glass  has  oily  dust  on  it,  you  will  find  ammonia  in  the  washing 
water  a  help  in  cleaning.     Use  4  tablespoons  of  dilute  ammonia  to  a  gallon  of  water. 
At  this  time  of  year  ammonia  or  vinegar  in  the  water  helps  by  keeping  the  water 
from  freezing.     You  can  also  use  a  weak  alcohol  solution,  or  any  of  the  various 
commercial  preparations  for  cleaning  windows. 

Here's  a  precaution  about  washing  mirrors  with  any  solution  containing 
ammonia  or  alcohol.    Be  very  careful  not  to  let  the  liquid  touch  the  frame.     It  may 
damage  the  paint,  varnish  or  lacquer  finish.    Another  precaution  about  washing 
mirrors  is  this:     Don't  use  too  much  water.     If  you  get  the  back  of  the  mirror  wet, 
it  may  damage  the  quicksilver. 

Chamois  is  the  old  favorite  for  washing  and  polishing  glass.     Dip  your 
chamois  in  warm  water  and  squeeze  it  as  dry  as  possible.     If  the  window  is  very 
dirty,  you  may  have  to  rinse  the  chamois  again  before  the  final  polishing.  Instead 
of  chamois  ?/ou  can  use  a  soft  cloth  that  leaves  no  lint  on  the  glass.     But  cloth 
takes  more  time  to  dry  glass.    Another  big  help  to  the  home  window-washer  is  the 
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rubber  squeegee  which  saves  time  and.  labor  in  drying,  and  costs  little* 

Your  biggest  job  of  pre-holidav  shining  is  likely  to  be  in  the  kitchen. 
With  company  coming,  you'll  be  getting  out  all  your  silver,  and  taking  down  your 
best  china  and  glass  from  the  high  shelf. 

The  quickest  and  easiest  way  to  clean  silver  is  by  electrolysis.     That  is, 
putting  your  silver  in  a  big  container  with  aluminum;  hot  water  to  cover;  baking 
soda  and  salt  in  the  hot  water.    A  chemical  reaction  takes  place  that  removes  the 
tarnish  from  the  silver.     This  quick  cleaning  method  does  not  give  as  bright  a 
shine  to  the  silver  as  rubbing  up  each  piece  separately  with  silver  polish.  But 
at  this  busy  season,  it  can  save  you  a  good  deal  of  time.    Use  a  teaspoon  of  salt 
and  a  teasooon  of  baking  soda  for  every  quart  of  hot  water  in  a  bright  aluminum 
kettle.    And  by  the  way,  brightness  of  the  aluminum  is  for  use  rather  than  looks. 
The  aluminum  must  be  bright  for  the  chemical  reaction  to  take  place.     Leave  your 
silver  in  the  water  only  long  enough  for  the  tarnish  to  come  off,  usually  only  a 
few  seconds.    Afterward  wash  your  silver  well  with  soap  and  hot  water,  and  rinse  with 
clear  hot  water.     If  you  prefer  not  to  darken  your  aluminum  kettle  by  cleaning 
silver  in  it,  use  an  enamelware  kettle  and  put  a  bright  sheet  or  piece  of  aluminum 
in  it. 

As  for  your  best  glass  and  china  down  from  the  high  shelf  where  it  may  have 
been  collecting  dust  waiting  for  Christmas,  you  know  that  a  wash  in  hot  soaps'"  water, 
a  rinse  in  hot  clear  water,  and  a  careful  drying  with  a  clean  lintless  towel  is  the 
treatment  to  make  every  -oiece  look  its  best  on  the  Christmas  dinner  table. 

And  here's  wishing  you  a  shining  Christmas. 
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